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Emmanuel Catholic College Vision and Mission 
 
 

College Name 

 

The Hebrew word Emmanuel means “God is with us”. 

 

Vision  

 

God is with us and calls us to become men and women of service for others. 

 

Core Values 

 

 We will show respect, compassion and service to others 

 We will strive for excellence 

 We will be consistent and fair 

 We will model Christ in our behaviour 

 

Mission  

 Foster the growth and development of knowledge, skills and values needed by each 

person to become what God has called him or her to be in their service for others. 

 

 Develop the whole person to be fully alive and encourage the students to see Jesus as the 

model for humanity. 

 

 Appreciate the God-given gifts in all members of the College community and to develop 

these gifts so that each person may contribute to the common good. 
 

 Encourage students to develop a love of learning. 
 

 Promote in students a respect for themselves and others. 
 

 Raise students' consciousness and practice of Social Justice, especially in support of the 

disadvantaged both locally and globally. 
 

 Help students to be aware of and actively engaged in the process of National Reconciliation. 

 

 Assist students to become responsible stewards of the Environment. 
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General Information 
 

Compulsory Subject Outline 
 
Students will undertake the compulsory study of: 

 Religious Education 

 English 

 Mathematics 

 Humanities & Social Sciences (HASS) 

 Science 

 Health and Physical Education 

 PC (Pastoral Care) 

 

These subjects will differ in the amount of time devoted to their allocation in the school timetable. 

 

In Year 8 English and Mathematics, the students are placed into classes based on their 

performance in Year 7.  This is to ensure that students are in a class that follows a program most 

suitable to their ability.  Classes are constantly monitored to ensure that students are always in the 

most appropriate classes.    

 

Elective Subject Outline 
 
Elective Subjects Structure: 

 

Students will study a maximum of 6 electives in a year which equates to 3 per semester. 

 

Elective choices must satisfy the following requirements outlined by the School Curriculum and 

Standards Authority (SCSA) 

 1 elective must come from the area of Performing Arts 

 1 elective must come from the area of Visual Arts  

 1 elective must come from the area of Digital Technologies  

 1 elective must come from the area of Design and Technology 

 

Students who select Italian, Bushrangers or are part of either the Netball or Football Academies, 

will study that elective for the full year, which will count as 2 elective choices. 

 

Performing Arts Electives 

 Dance 

 Drama 

 Music 

 

Visual Arts Electives 

 Art 

 Graphic Design 

 Media 

 

Digital Technology Electives 

 Game IT 

 Robot IT 

 

Design & Technology Electives 

 Engineer IT 

 Master Chef 

Further Elective options 

 Italian * 

 Football & Netball Academies* 

 Bush Rangers * 

 Creative Writing 

 Creative Advertising 

 Gaming Industry – History, Careers and 

Social Impact 

 Musical Theatre 

 Mythbusters 

 Runaway Fashion and Design 

 Full STEAM Ahead 

 Sport & Outdoor Recreation 

*Year long electives 
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Feedback on Student Progress 
 
Students will receive the following: 

 Interim Report at the end of Term One 

 Semester One Report 

 Semester Two Report 

 Parent, Student & Teacher interview  

 

Student achievement in each subject will be reported on an appropriate scale. The methods by 

which these achievement levels are to be determined will vary from subject to subject. 
 

Holidays during term 
 
Parents/guardians are encouraged not to take their children on holidays outside of the College 

holiday break time.  Families who make the decision to take holidays during term time and who 

remove their children from the College for extended periods of time need to be aware that 

teachers at the College are under no obligation to provide work for students during these 

extended periods of absence.  Students will need to catch up on work missed on their return to 

the College, but please recognise that this is not a suitable substitute for teacher directed lessons. 
 

Interschool Sport 
 
Year 8 students at Emmanuel Catholic College will be given the opportunity to display their 

sporting talents throughout the year in the Swimming, Athletics and Cross Country Inter-House 

Carnivals.  Students will also have the opportunity to be selected to represent the College in these 

fields as well as Junior representative teams to compete against other schools in a range of after 

school sports competitions through the Southern Associated Schools (Junior) branch of the ACC 

program and School Sport WA sporting programs. 

 

Music (Instrumental Lessons)  
 
Music (Specialist Instrumental) students are withdrawn from class each week for a 30 minute 

individual instrumental lesson. 

 

Lesson times will vary so that no particular subject is adversely affected. It is a tutorial type program 

where the total cost of the tuition must be met by the parents and will be in addition to the school 

fees. 
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Christian Service 
 
At Emmanuel Catholic College, students in Year 8 are expected to complete a minimum of 15 

hours of Christian Service by the end of Term 3. The College will also provide students with a 

reflective component in Term 4. 

 

Christian Service is defined as: “Activities undertaken for the benefit of individuals and/or 

community for no financial reward.” Such activities may be school-orientated, providing a service 

in an area of need within the school environment or community-orientated, providing a service in 

an area of need within the broader community. 

 

Recording Hours of Christian Service 

Students must keep a digital record of their service activities and number of hours completed in 

school provided digital log sheets.  

 

What Counts as Christian Service? 

 Social and personal development activities undertaken for the benefit of others  

 Service component of community programs  

 Fund-raising activities  

 Service components built into school curriculum  

 Activities that receive a small honorarium  

 Activities that benefit the school environment or other students  

 Activities undertaken following skills development or leadership programs  

 Activities that benefit the community 

 Work for non-profit organisations  

 Participation in citizenship or leadership service activities  

 Home-based service given by young carers. 
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Compulsory Curriculum Courses 
 

Religious Education  
 
The Religious Education program in Year 8 follows the Religious Education guidelines for the 

Archdiocese of Perth. 

 

The inductive approach to learning is adopted through the use of group work, discussion, role-

play and research.  Students will explore a variety of theological, moral and social issues through 

the completion of four units of study. 

 

UNIT TOPICS 

 

8.1 Belonging and Acceptance in Catholic Communities 

 

8.2 The Universal need for God 

 

8.3 Creation – God’s Original Plan 

 

8.4 Growing in the Image of God 

 
 

English 
 
The Year 8 course is developed around the strands of the Australian Curriculum: Language, 

Literature and Literacy. The activities and assessments will reflect the learning outcomes of listening 

and speaking, viewing, reading and writing. The aims of the course are to: 

 

 Develop, students’ knowledge of language and literature and to consolidate and expand 

their literacy skills. More specifically it aims to support students to understand how Standard 

Australian English works in its spoken and written forms 

 Appreciate and enjoy language and develop a sense of its richness and its power to evoke 

feelings, form and convey ideas, persuade, entertain and argue 

 Understand, interpret, reflect on and create an increasingly broad repertoire of spoken, 

written and multimodal texts across a growing range of settings  

 Access a broad range of literary texts and develop an informed appreciation of literature 

master the written and spoken language forms of schooling and knowledge 

 

A variety of texts, including transactional, media and literature will be used, reflecting the aims of 

the Australian Curriculum and the Cross Curriculum Priorities of: Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

histories and culture, Asia and Australia’s engagement with Asia and Sustainability. The English 

course is designed and delivered to enhance the individual student's learning needs. 

 

This course introduces a wider range of texts that are more sophisticated. It provides students with 

opportunities to consolidate and develop the concepts, skills & understandings they encountered 

in Year 7 English. 

 

Some selected texts are available for free through the English Department, however some 

teachers may request iBooks via the book list. This will enable students to be presented with a 

variety of stimulus material.  
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Mathematics  
 
The Year 8 Mathematics course follows the West Australian Curriculum published by the School 

Curriculum and Standards Authority (SCSA). The knowledge, understandings, skills, values and 

attitudes set by SCSA (www.scsa.wa.edu.au) include studies in:  

 

 Number and Algebra 

 Measurement and Geometry 

 Statistics and Probability 

 

The curriculum also aims at developing a range of numeracy capabilities that all students require 

in their own personal, work and civic life. These include building a foundation for future 

mathematical specialties and professional applications of mathematics.   

 

Because of the on-going developments in technology, the Year 8 program has been designed to 

take advantage of a range of digital technologies to explore and develop students’ 

mathematical skills. These include the use of calculators, computers and a range of online 

resources. These are used to facilitate acquiring skills in the following key mathematical strands:  

 

 Understanding 

 Fluency 

 Logical Reasoning 

 Analytical Thought 

 Problem-solving Skills 

 

In Year 8, students are placed in either Extension, Advanced, Mainstream or Enrichment classes. 

This placement is based on the assessments that students have completed in Year 7, and in 

consultation with their year 7 Maths class teacher. Every effort is made to ensure that each class 

follows a program most suited to the students in that class.  

 

Student progress is constantly monitored to maximize mathematical potential and growth and to 

ensure students are in a class that will challenge their learning and enable them to achieve 

success in their studies. 

 

Assessments 

Students are assessed according to the Curriculum Framework Learning statements for 

Mathematics as developed by the School Curriculum and Standard Authority 

www.scsa.wa.edu.au. 

 

  

http://www.scsa.wa.edu.au/
http://www.scsa.wa.edu.au/
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Humanities and Social Sciences 
 
The Year 8 Humanities and Social Sciences (HASS) course is a dynamic area of study that helps 

prepare students to look at our world and help to understand the complex systems that the global 

society lives in. The Year 8 course follows the new Western Australian Curriculum. 

 

Economics & Business   

Students learn the importance of economic decisions on businesses. They investigate the factors 

that determine the types of products and services offered to consumers as well as investigating 

the importance of business location, social and ethical business practices. 

 

Geography 

Students focus on the formation of landforms and the patterns of migration in Asia and Australia. 

A study of the land formations and the processes that make them are developed to see how the 

natural environment influences society. For example, the causes of tsunamis are studied as well 

as their impact on society and the way society responds. Students will also look at the push and 

pull factors of migration looking at Australia and China as two examples. Using various sources 

including statistics, maps and diagrams, students will continue to develop their skills of interpreting, 

analyzing and concluding. 

Civics & Citizenship 

Students will learn the process of law making and the impact of the Constitution on Australian law 

making. Investigations around lobby groups and whether or not Australia should have a bill of 

rights will form parts of their inquiry skills learning. 

 

History 

Students study the Medieval Age, which is the next period after the Ancient World studied in Year 

7. A major study of Medieval Europe includes its social, cultural, economic and political features 

and also the roles and relationships of different groups within medieval society –including the 

Catholic Church. Students will also investigate the impact of the ‘Black death’ and see Medieval 

History come alive with a Medieval Faire Day and incursion from a Medieval Role Playing Group. 

 

Class Information  

 

Mixed ability classes throughout Year 8.  Students will be using a number of different technology 

tools including Skype Classroom, Youtube, Office 365 and Google Maps.  
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Science  
 
Aim of the Course  

Science helps students to become critical thinkers by encouraging them to use evidence to 

evaluate the use of science in society and the application of science in daily life. In the Science 

Learning Area, students learn to investigate, understand and communicate about the physical, 

biological and technological world, and to value the processes that support life on our planet.  

 

Course Description  

The Year 8 course provides a hands-on approach to science, drawing on the student’s own 

experiences and developing their understanding of scientific concepts based on these. One of 

the main objectives is to encourage our students to be inquisitive and to question how things work, 

while building their knowledge and skills in science.  

 

Year 8 

 

STRAND  CONTENT 

 

Science Understanding 

Sub-strand  

Biology Cells 

Living Systems 

Chemistry Physical and Chemical changes 

Elements, compounds and mixtures 

Earth and Space 

Science 

Geology 

Exploration and mining 

Physics Using Energy 

Energy Changes 

Science as Human Endeavour The nature and development of 

Science 

Use and Influence of Science 

Science Inquiry Skills Questioning and predicting 

Planning and conducting 

Processing & analysing data and 

information 

Evaluating and Communicating 

 

Assessment Structure 

Year 8 Science Assessments will take the form of tasks such as: 

 

 Investigations 

 Research projects and presentations. 

 Practical and laboratory reports 

 In class written responses  

 Topic tests   
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Health and Physical Education  
 
The purpose of the Year 8 course is to further develop in students understanding of Health and 

Physical Education.  A healthy level of fitness is encouraged, and the development of the 

fundamental skills in various sports is a focal point. Year 8 Health & Physical Education is aligned to 

the Western Australian Curriculum.  
 
The Health Education program provides an introduction to Health; this allows students to 

understand the components of Health and physical Education. In the Health Classroom, the 

students will learn about “Personal, social and community health”. The focus will be on being 

healthy, safe and Active, Communicating & interacting for Health & Well-being and Contributing 

to healthy and Active Communities. Under these headings the students will study the following 

topics:  

 

 Relationships & Sexuality 

 Drugs Education 

 Looking after Myself  

 Smoking 

 

The Physical Education program the students will learn about “Movement and Physical Activity”. 

The focus will be on Moving our Body, Understanding Movement and Learning Through 

Movement. The different sports and activities will be used to teach to the above focus areas: 

 

 Athletics & Cross Country 

 Soccer 

 Lacrosse 

 Tennis 

 Cricket 
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Elective Curriculum Courses – Performing Arts 
 

Dance  
 
Through Dance, students have the opportunity to develop a range of life skills such as expression, 

creativity, enthusiasm and confidence. Dance gives students an opportunity to understand and 

appreciate the importance of music and movement in our past, present and future society.   

 

The course explores a variety of genres, cultures and purposes of dance. Students will engage in 

practical technique workshops and group creative choreography in a range of genres and will 

have the opportunity to view a live performance. Students, also may be given the opportunity to 

participate and perform at dance competitions and College events.   

 

Studio Areas explored include: 

 Contemporary Dance 

 Modern Dance 

 Workshops 

 Creative Dance 

 World Dance 

 

Assessment  

Students will be assessed throughout each unit on their preparation, the content of the material 

they prepare, on their performance skills and presentation ability. 

 

Drama  
 
This subject is designed to develop basic drama skills and knowledge of dramatic techniques. The 

subject matter includes the origins and development of theatre as well as the practical aspects 

of movement and voice. This course will assist students to develop acting skills using improvisation 

and play building strategies. Students devise, construct and develop simple storylines for 

performance. The range of study includes creative drama, role-play and improvisation.  

 

Drama provides students with the opportunity to develop a range of valuable life skills and 

interpersonal skills (including voice presentation and body awareness). Students develop self-

confidence and social awareness through participation in dramatic activities.  

 

The Drama course is essentially practical. However, certain activities will require written 

preparation as well as an ability to apply research skills.   

 

Studio Areas explored include: 

 Acting Skills - Voice and Movement, Characterisation 

 Different Theatre Styles - Puppetry, Realism, Comedy 

 Slapstick and Stage Combat 

 Costume, Lighting and Set Design 

 Engagement in Drama with the community (Child Care Groups) 

 

Assessment  

Students will be assessed throughout each unit on their preparation, the content of the material 

they prepare, on their performance skills and presentation ability. 
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Music  
 
Find yourself wanting to play an instrument, or make music like a pro? 

  

In Year 8 Music, you can learn all this and more!  You will be given opportunities to develop your 

skills in performance, composition and listening to music. Create and play music you enjoy and 

show your true musical identity! 

  

Using the elements of music, you will learn how to make music for and with other media such as 

video game music, music for film and TV and even dance.  Learn how the professionals use music 

technology to compose, record and enhance musical performance and even create your own 

songs. 

  

This course will also encourage you to develop your creative and critical thinking skills and explore 

problem solving strategies to find creative solutions to unique tasks. 

  

Assessment 

Students will be assessed on a portfolio of creative work, which will include tasks completed in 

class time throughout the semester.  Students performance and presentation abilities are 

assessed, as well as in-class participation and written analysis work. 

 

Elective Curriculum Courses – Visual Arts 
 

Art 
 
Do you find yourself sketching or even creating your own comics or Manga? Do you want to 

improve your painting & sculpture skills so you can impress friends and earn followers online? This 

could be the course for you. As Arts students, you will produce a visual diary of designs, applying 

colour theory and experimentation with different art media such as inks and clay. Students will 

also get the opportunity to produce interesting and inspired artworks.  

 

Studio areas that may be explored during the year: 

 Drawing 

 Mixed art works 

 Painting 

 Printmaking 

 Ceramics/clay 

 Contemporary and traditional crafts 

 Mixed art works 

 Sculpture 

 

Assessment 

In this learning area, you will design and produce four final artworks in the studio areas of painting, 

sculpture, print and mixed media. You will also complete two analysis assignments, discussing 

artwork using arts language and two investigations where you study the practices of Australian 

and international artists.   
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Graphic Design   
 
Graphic Design is the artistic process of combining text and graphics, and communicating an 

effective message in the design of logos, graphics, brochures, newsletters, posters, signs, and any 

other type of visual communication.  

 

Graphic Design caters for students who wish to develop their artistic skills, creativity and 

knowledge in the design industry. Industry standard software will be used including Adobe 

Photoshop and Illustrator.  

 

Students will be given the opportunity to develop images (both photographic and illustrated) into 

computer-generated designs.   

 

Studio Areas explored may include: 

 Digital Art 

 CD Covers 

 Image Manipulation 

 Vector Art 

 Digital Illustration 

 Design in general 

 

Assessment 

Production of a folio that displays development in visual enquiry, design work, presentation, colour 

studies, class work and final design piece. 

 

Media  
 
Year 8 Media is a practical course where students are introduced to basic film analysis and film 

production techniques. Students will learn how to use video cameras and film editing programs 

to make short and fun videos. They will also view and analyse media products, and learn how to 

be an informed citizen of the digital era.   

 

Studio Areas explored may include: 

 Filming Techniques and Effects 

 Superheroes, Comic Books 

 Film Production 

 

Assessment  

The majority of the course is practical production, however each task will also require students to 

reflect on their work in the form of a self/peer evaluation.   
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Elective Curriculum Courses – Digital Technologies 
 

Game IT 
 
This subject aims to give students a sound understanding of the ever-changing digital 

world.  Students will develop the necessary skills required to be computer literate both within the 

College and wider community. With a focus on game design, the open-ended curriculum allows 

students to progress at their own pace by introducing multiple computing concepts at a time. 

Students master concepts through interactive tutorials, critical thinking puzzles, video explanations 

and challenges. 

 

This subject covers a range of content through practical tasks including: 

 Programming using block and Python languages 

 Design and troubleshooting of algorithms 

 Use of cloud-based storage and various applications across a range of devices 

 Hardware components and how they work within a device. 

 

Assessment 

Students will be assessed on class-based projects, assignments and tests. 

 

Robot IT 
 
This subject is an introduction to coding and computer science by way of making and designing, 

using microcontroller boards and various software coding environments. With a focus on robotics, 

students engage in a project-based curriculum where they construct physical objects whilst 

solving design problems. Students develop skills using programming code and computer science 

concepts. 

 

This subject covers a range of content through practical tasks including: 

 Programming using block and Python languages 

 Design and troubleshooting of algorithms 

 Electronics, circuits and power supplies 

 Hardware components and how they work within a device. 

 

Assessment 

Students will be assessed on class-based projects, assignments and tests. 

 
 

Elective Curriculum Courses – Design & Technology 
 

Engineer IT 

 
Engineer IT introduces students to the wonderful world of design and technology. Students will 

obtain skills in a practical workshop environment along with an awareness of occupational health 

and safety. Students will be given the opportunity to make a variety of projects while developing 

skills using hand and power-tools as well as fixed and computer-controlled machinery. 

 

Areas of study: 

 Design using materials such as wood, metals, composites and plastics. 

 Computer assisted design and manufacturing using lasers, plasma and vinyl CNC machines. 

 Hands-on production of unique projects. 

 

Assessment 

Students will be assessed on the final practical projects they make along with the design process 

followed. 
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Master Chef 
 
In Master Chef the focus is on cookery techniques and food selection. Students will learn practical 

skills when preparing a variety of different foods. They will also gain an understanding of baking 

principals when investigating, devising and creating a muffin as part of the muffin master chef 

bake off.   

 

Areas of study: 

 Food preparation and presentation skills 

 Basic understanding of nutritional standards in Australia  

 Making wise decisions about selection and preparation of various foods 

 

Assessment 

Assessment tasks involve students in innovative planning & production of a wide range of food 

items. Practical tasks and some tests. 
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Elective Curriculum Courses – General Electives 
 

Italian (Year-long) 
 
In Year 8 Italian we embark on a journey whereby the Italian culture comes alive and learning 

Italian is a fun and meaningful experience. 

 

The course will allow students to appreciate the Italian language and the cultural influences that 

are evident in Australia and the rest of the world. 

 

The Italian language that will be studied is the native language of Italy but is also spoken in many 

other countries. It is one of the official languages of the European Union and is spoken in many 

countries where Italians have migrated. 

 

Learning Italian will enable students to communicate with people all over the world. It will open 

many doors through an appreciation of Italian film, music, art, architecture, theatre, science, 

technology and design. 

 

During the course of the year many cultural orientated activities will be organised. They will include 

such things as viewing films in Italian, food sampling, cooking lessons and celebrating the 

significant religious festivals. 

 

At Year 8 level students will acquire basic communication skills in the language; laying the 

foundation for further studies in the following years should they decide to pursue their acquisition 

of the Italian language. 

 

The “Formula Italiano” (vol 1) Italian textbook and workbook will be required for this elective. 

 

Assessment 

Assessment is in-class based and will cover the four areas of reading, writing, listening and 

speaking. Assessments include quizzes, end of term tests, oral interviews and assignments. 

 

Football & Netball Academy (Selection by Invitation & Trial) (Year-long) 
 

Students are invited to apply for inclusion in these two specialised programs. This comprises two 

periods per week with Practical (eg. strength and conditioning, skills and tactics) and theoretical 

units, with a Football or Netball focus. (Such as game plans and structures, nutrition, physiology 

and preparation for performance). 

 

There is also a mandatory extra-curricular component, where participants are expected to attend 

an hour session a week, either before or after school. A number of matches against other schools 

and colleges will occur throughout the year. Excursions, guest presenters, goal setting sessions and 

leadership activities will be included as part of the subject.  

 

Assessment 

Personal journal, individual and group presentations and reports, practical performance. Students 

will then participate in a review and trial for entry into the Year 9 Football and Netball Academy 

Program for the following year. 
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Bush Rangers (Year-long) 
 
Bush Rangers is a year-long elective and should be viewed as a long-term elective over the course 

of the students’ schooling.  Bush Rangers is a statewide cadet program with approximately 200 

schools and colleges taking part. 

This is an environmentally-based cadet program, which has as its mission statement; 

‘To empower young Western Australians to take an active role in the conservation of the natural 

environment and to understand the need for its management.’ 

The objective of the course is to provide students with the opportunity to practice actively in 

conservation projects and a variety of self-reliance, teamwork and initiative training activities. 

Opportunity exists for students to gain nationally recognised certificates in First Aid, Fire Training, 

Conservation and Land Management, and Leadership over Years 8 to 10. 

Focus Areas: 

 practical conservation and environmental management projects  

 leadership and the value of duty, loyalty and service to the community, College and the Bush 

Rangers 

 the role and functions of the Department of Environment & Conservation (DEC) 

 active commitment to conservation and the natural environment through appropriate 

training and supervision 

During the course of the year many environmentally oriented program, excursions and activities 

will be organised for the students. Please note that all camps form part of student assessment and 

therefore attendance is compulsory. 

 

Creative Writing 
 

Creative Writing enables students to extend and experiment with their writing skills.  This writing 

course draws on the imagination of our students and encourages them to experiment with a 

range of forms, genres and ideas.  Published texts are used as examples and we encourage 

students to emulate, extend and experiment with these texts.  A focus of the course is on prose 

fiction but students can also work with poetry, drama or creative non-fiction with the assistance 

of their teacher.  Creative writing is an elective for Year 8 and is an integral part of English in Years 

9 and 10 as well as General and ATAR English and Literature. 

 

Assessment 

Students will write in a range of forms throughout the course and there will be a focus upon 

planning, drafting and editing.  Students will be assessed upon a portfolio of completed work as 

well as a writer’s journal. 
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Creative Advertising 
 
This course will be centred on developing the creative and innovative marketing skills required to 

meet a client brief. In this class students will learn to think conceptually and execute story boarded 

ideas, creating effective and engaging marketing content in the form of advertisements.  

 

Studio areas explored may include 

 30 second TV advertisements 

 Print advertisements 

 Radio advertisements 

 Social media marketing 

 

Assessment 

The majority of the course is practical production. However, each student will produce a folio that 

displays development in visual inquiry, advertisement analysis, storyboarding, final production and 

reflections. 

 

Gaming Industry – History, Careers and Social Impact 
 
Do you like playing video games?  Do you want to be a famous Twitch player?  Do you want to 

earn a living in the games industry?  Well this course will be a great introduction to all of that and 

the possibilities in the Gaming Industry.  Work your way through the history of the industry, looking 

at both hardware and software that has been created throughout time.  You will speak to people 

who work in the gaming industry and explore topics surrounding the social impacts on video 

games. 

  

Topics that may be explored include  

 Console verses PC 

 Game Theory and Design 

 How to make a living gaming? 

 “Violent Video Games cause Violent societies” Debate 

 Learning through Video Games 

  

Assessment  

Students will be assessed on their research and communication skills in this course.  It is a project 

based learning course with students having to complete research and communicate findings on 

a range of topics.   

 

Musical Theatre 
 

This course explores the genre of Musical Theatre focusing on developing drama, singing and 

dancing skills. Students are encouraged to initiate and hone performance skills in the class and in 

front of an audience.  The course encourages the development of important life skills such as 

pubic speaking and teamwork.  

 

The Musical Theatre course is primarily practical. However, students will also be required to write 

reflections on their performances in the form of self/peer evaluations 

 

Studio areas explored may include 

 Acting Skills 

 Singing Skills – Lead / Chorus line 

 Choreography 

 Live Performance 

 

Assessment 

Students will be assessed on their preparation, content and their performance skills and talents.   
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Mythbusters 
 
Do you love a challenge?  Are you good at finding solutions to problems or would you like to 

develop these skills?  If so, Mythbusters is a great elective for you. 

 

The elective aims to develop students’ ability to solve problems, to be creative and to think 

critically.  Students will tackle a wide variety of problems and determine solutions to these 

problems.  They will be encouraged to design, create, test, evaluate and improve solutions, 

documenting the process and presenting their findings using various forms of media. 

 

The course will provide opportunities for innovative, creative students or those who want to 

develop these skills.  Instead of choosing a formal scientific question, students will choose a myth 

to prove or disprove using scientific and problem solving means.  The catch is that they have to 

follow the same process used in the Mythbusters show.  The project ends with each group 

completing a Mythbusters episode.   

 

Assessment 

Assessment is based on the process used for solving problems and enables each student to 

consider their strengths when determining the methods for documenting this process. Other tasks 

include practical assessments, a journal and production of a Mythbusters episode. 

 

Runway Fashion and Design 
 
In this creative hands-on course students will design and produce unique items and learn about 

sustainable fashion along the way. Students will get the opportunity to produce runway inspired 

designs, experiment with different fabric construction and embellishment techniques. Students will 

develop a range of skills and get to explore their creative talents.  

Areas studied may include: 

 Sewing 

 Clothes design 

 Fast fashion 

 Embellishment techniques 

 Jewellery making 

 

Assessment 

Assessment tasks involve designing, planning & producing of a wide range of clothing and 

accessory items. Students are assessed through practical tasks and skills. 
 

Full STEAM Ahead 
 
Full STEAM Ahead embraces a number of traditional learning experiences including Science, 

Technology, Engineering, Arts and Mathematics (STEAM). This highly practical subject challenges 

students to problem solve while collaborating in teams in an entrepreneurial environment. Tasks 

may include coding, rocketry, electronics and community challenges where inquiry, curiosity and 

problem-solving skills will be fostered. 

 

Areas of study: 

 Project-based learning approach to challenges 

 Integration of current technologies such as 3D printers, lasers and plasma machinery 

 Entrepreneur/business approach to challenges 

 

Assessment 

Students will be assessed on their solutions to the challenges. Teams will make presentations about 

their findings to a wider audience.  



Emmanuel Catholic College – Curriculum Handbook Year 8, 2021 22 | P a g e  

 

Sport & Outdoor Recreation 
 
This course is aimed at both improving the aquatic awareness of students, as well as increasing 

awareness and knowledge of the opportunities for them to participate in Sport & Recreation within 

the wider community. Students will also be introduced to skills and equipment associated with 

snorkelling and mountain biking. 

 

This course comprises practical and theoretical components. Students will learn vital skills that will 

help them be safe and responsible in aquatic environments. They will be exposed to and taught 

skills, that will assist their personal survival and safety and the safety of others whilst in aquatics 

environments, including snorkelling. They will also learn to identify and safely rescue swimmers in 

distress. 

 

Assessment 

This course comprises a number of assessment procedures including practical performances, such 

as of the application of aquatic safety, rescue and survival skills learnt, snorkelling and mountain 

biking skills and written assessments such as, class tests, research tasks. 

 
 

Gifted and Talented Program – Gifted and Talented Education 
 
Enrichment, extension and acceleration are the three pillars of Emmanuel Catholic College’s 

Catalyst program. The Catalyst program at ECC is an invitation-only course, however, students 

who have participated in the Year 7 program will be invited to reapply for the Year 8 Catalyst 

course. 

 

This course exposes students to the joy of learning in a supportive and challenging environment. 

The course focuses on the development of critical and analytical thinking. Students participate in 

a variety of activities designed to enhance natural ability through both group work and individual 

projects. 

 

The program has a strong focus on developing creativity, with students encouraged to take risks 

with projects and activities and to strive for excellence across all fields. The program aims to 

develop the individual talents of each student by encouraging personal excellence and 

accountability with all endeavours. Gifted and talented students have cognitive and emotional 

abilities that allow them to lean much more quickly than their age peers. 

 

Students will be provided with the opportunity to engage in external competitions and events and 

be exposed to witnessing the achievements of experts across a broad range of fields and 

expertise.  The program exposes the students to a variety of activities across fields including: 

engineering, philosophy, robotics, literature, technology and communications. 

 

Examples include but are not limited to the Australian National History Challenge, the Tournament 

of Minds, Opti-minds, the Big Science Competition, the Australian National Chemistry Quiz and 

students will also be invited to publicly display and communicate their Personal Projects which are 

based on the International Baccalaureate style of teaching and learning at the annual Catalyst 

exhibition in the newly (2019) refurbished Areas for Learning Excellence onsite at Emmanuel 

Catholic College. 
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